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thinking men know to have been most wrong, and most
inopportune. The anger which the news of this punish-
ment created in the minds pf the sepoys was intense.
The prisoners, on seeing their hands and feet manacled,
looked at their medals and wept. They remembered
their services, and thought how they had been recom-
pensed ; and their pride, which, as I have before said,
was the feeling of the whole army, caused them to feel
the degradation all the more keenly. Then the rest of
the troops at Meerut were fully persuaded that they
would either be compelled to bite the cartridges or
undergo the same punishment. This rage and grief
led to the fearful events of the loth of May, which
events are unparalleled in the annals of history. After
committing themselves thus, the mutineers had no
choice left but to continue in their career of rebellion.